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3 E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Executed i n  t h e  s t y l e  of  the  Ea r ly  Gothic  Reviva l ,  T r i n i t y  
Episcopal  Church occupies  the  b lock  a t  t h e  southwest c o m e r  of t h e  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of  Beverley and Lewis S t r e e t s .  The p i c tu resque  churchyard,  which 
a l s o  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e c t o r y  and p a r i s h  house se rves  a s  a b u r i a l  ground and i s  
p lan ted  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  of  l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  Decora t ive  c a s t  i r o n  fences 
bound a number of  t h e  fami ly  p l o t s  which i n  many c a s e s  c o n t a i n  o b e l i s k s ,  
t a b l e  tombs and v e r t i c a l  t a b l e t s .  Although t h e  land n a t u r a l l y  descends 
w i t h  t h e  s l o p e  of the  h i l l ,  t h e  l o t  has  been l eve led  t o  some degree  wi th  the  
use o f  a b r i c k  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  which is  topped wi th  a f i n e  c a s t  i r o n  fence  
l i nked  by b r i c k  p innacles .  ' ~ r o m  t h e  Beverley S t r e e t  g a t e  a  b r i c k  walk l a i d  
i n  a b a s k e t  weave p a t t e r n  l eads  t o  t h e  en t r ance  p o r t a l  of  t h e  church and 
s p l i t s  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

I n  s p i t e o f  the  f a c t  t h a t  a number of a d d i t i o n s  have augmented the  
s i z e  of  the  church ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  g e n e r a l  p lan  is t h a t  of  a  gab le  roof  
b a s i l i c a  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  en t r ance  tower. The Church 's  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  a  
v a r i e t y  of  bonds and a r e  e n c i r c l e d  by a b r i c k  wa te r  t a b l e .  Although much 
of  t h e  church inc lud ing  t h e  tower has  no v i s i b l e  bond, Flemish bond can be 
found on t h e  n o r t h  ends of  t h e  nave and American bond is used i n  many a r e a s  
below t h e  water t a b l e  and on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  The n o r t h e r n  facade  i s  dominat-d- 
by t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  t h r e e  s t a g e  tower d iv ided  by b e l t  cour ses  and f lanked by 
t h e  r ecessed  forms of  t h e  nave and i t s  wings. The facade  is t h e r e f o r e  com- 
p r i s e d  of f i v e  bays wi th  t h e  c e n t r a l  en t r ance  f lanked by t h e  two nave l a n c e t s  
and two poin ted  a r c h  doors  on t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  wings. The f i r s t  two 
s t a g e s  of t h e  tower inc lude  a  s imple poin ted-arch ,  v e r t i c a l l y  panel led  doubl 
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door surmounted by a n  e igh t -p  
t h i r d  s t a g e  of  t h e  tower is p 
hood molding. Diagonal ly c u t  b u t t r e s s e s  emphasize t h e  c o m e r s  of  t h e  
tower, t h e  nave and the  wings. 

The e a s t  and wes t  
b u t t r e s s e s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  f i v  
moldings. The remaining bays have gauged poin ted-arch  heads as w e l l  a s  
more s t y l i z e d  b u t t r e s s e s .  The r o o f l i n e  on t h e  e a s t  and t h e  wes t  wings has 
a  molded c o r n i c e  and round edge b racke t s .  The a d d i t i o n  of t h e  v e s t i n g  
room a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  end of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  enlargement  on t h e  south-  
wes t  b reaks  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of  t h e  b a s i l i c a 1  shape bu t  t h e  c l e a n  gab le  end on 
t h e  sou th  r e a f f i r m s  t h e  form. 

The s imple v e r t i c a l l y  panel led  double doors  on t h e  en t r ance  tower 
open on to  t h e  inne r  na r thex  doors  which a r e  o r n a t e l y  carved w i t h  a  low 
r e l i e f  pas s ion  f lower des ign .  l h e s e  double four-panel  doors  f lanked by 
s t a t i o n a r y  pane l s  a r e  surmounted by a g l a s s  transom which i s  screened by a  
carved wooden g r i l  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  pass ion  f lower des ign .  Over t h e  no r the rn  
end of  t h e  church hangs t h e  c h o i r  l o f t  which is decora t ed  w i t h  poin ted-arch  
pane l s  suppor ted  by two oc tagonal  p o s t s  and reached by a f l i g h t  of  s t a i r s  a t  
each end. The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church i s  shea thed  i n  p l a s t e r  and decorated 
w i t h  wood t r i m  and t rus s ing .  The f i v e  bay nave is f lanked by seven bay 
wings, f i v e  of  which a r e  supported by s l e n d e r  c a s t  i r o n  c l u s t e r e d  columns 
and two of  which a r e  f o r t i f i e d  by heavy s tucco  p i e r s .  S ide  a i s l e s  break 
a pa th  through t h e  wooden pews t o  t h e  t h r e e  poin ted  a r c h e s  which o u t l i n e  t h e  
c h o i r  beyond. h c h  piw ends i n  a n  ogee shaped plaque topped w i t h  a  t r e f o i l  
f i n i a l  and t h e  s i d e  pews a r e  
and suppor ted  by open Tudor a  
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between t h e  bays i n  e l e v a t i o n .  The chancel  has  been enlarged  on t h e  e a s t  and 
wes t  where two bays of  poin ted  b r i c k  a rches  were c u t  t o  accomodate these  
improvements. The door o f  t h e  v e s t i n g  room which is loca ted  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  
the  chancel  i s  decora t ed  w i t h  t h e  same pass ion  f lower des ign  a s  t h a t  of t h e  
na r thex  door.  

T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church c o n t a i n s  seven signed T i f f any  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
windows a s  w e l l  a s  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  i n  a n  e a r l y  Engl i sh  s t y l e .  Of t h e  seven 
T i f f any  examples, two a r e  i n  t h e  west  wing, t h r e e  a r e  i n  t h e  e a s t  wing and two 
f l a n k  the  t r i p l e  l a n c e t s  over  t h e  a l t a r .  Included among t h e  des igns  i s  a 
b r i l l a n t l y  co lored  mountain s t r eam bordered by poplars  and l o o s e l y  framed by 
morning g lo ry  v i n e s ,  a w a r r i o r  s a i n t  hold ing  t h e  palms of v i c t o r y ,  the  Good 
Samari tan,  and a crowned Virg in  and Child.  

Located i n  t h e  southwest  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  church yard  i s  t h e  r e c t o r y  
which was b u i l t  of b r i c k  i n  a Jacobethan c r o s s  gable  form w i t h  a complex roof 
surrounded by a b r i c k  c o r n i c e  and d i s p l a y i n g  s tepped gable  and ba t t l emen t  ends. 
The one-over-one s a s h  windows v a r y  between a l a n c e t  shape w i t h  a pointed a r c h  
hood molding and a m u l t i p l e  u n i t  r e c t a n g u l a r  bay wi th  a l a b e l l e d  hood molding. 

I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o m e r  of  t h e  yea r  s t a n d s  t h e  two s t o r y  gable  roof 
P a r i s h  House wi th  one-and-a-half s t o r y  c r o s s  gab le  wings. Laid i n  random 
American bond b r i c k  t h e  two s t o r y  gab le  end facade has  a t h r e e  bay one s t o r y  
en t r ance  porch w i t h  a c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  f l a t  end gable  p o r t a l .  The second 
s t o r y  is p ierced  by a poin ted  a r c h  window. The south  w a l l s  of  t h e  wings 
descend t o  form p a r t  o f  t h e  sou the rn  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l .  The i n t e r i o r  has  been 

S E  ONLY 
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Staun ton ' s  T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  example o 
Ea r ly  Gothic Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  was b u i l t  i n  1855 and is the  t h i r d  churc 
t h a t  has  been cons t ruc ted  on t h e  land purchased by Augusta P a r i s h  from 
Will iam Beverley on A p r i l  3 ,  1750. The p r e s e n t  church c a r r i e s  on the  d i s -  

4 7 
t i ngu i shed  t r a d i t i o n  of  t h i s  p a r i s h  founded i n  1746. The f i r s t  Augusta 
P a r i s h  Church, completed i n  1763, w a s  a b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  dimensions of  
f o r t y  f e e t  by twenty- f ive  f e e t .  Very l i t t l e  is known of  t h e  f i r s t  bui lding,  
b u t  i t  is s a i d  t o  have had en t r ance  s t e p s ,  a cupola ,  and b l i n d s .  This 
b u i l d i n g  played a keen r o l e  i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  important  h i s t o r i c  
even t s .  Thc c u r a t c s  of  t h e  church were a c t i v e l y  concerned w i t h  the  c o l o n i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  and i n  1775 they permi t ted  the  l o c a l  f r e e h o l d e r s  t o  meet i n  t h e  
Augusta P a r i s h  Church t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  England. La tc r  i n  
1781 when the  V i r g i n i a  Assembly w a s  forced t o  f l e e  Richmond by B r i t i s h  
dragoons under t h e  command of  Lt .  Col. Banas t re  T a r l e t o n ,  members sought 
r e fuge  f i r s t  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  and then i n  S taunton  where they convened i n  
Augusta Pa r i sh  Church. The Diocesan Convention o f  1824 was held i n  the  
church  and i t  w a s  a s  t h i s  meeting t h a t  Alexandr ia  r a t h e r  than  Williamsburg 
was chosen a s  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Theologica l  Seminary. F i n a l l y  i n  
1831 the  f i r s t  Augusta P a r i s h  Church was taken down and t h e  second church,  
completed i n  1832, was e r e c t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s i t e .  This  second church 
had dimensions of  s even ty - th ree  f e e t  s i x  inches  by f o r t y - s i x  f e e t  s i x  inches,  
and was t h i r t y  f e e t  high.  Brick from t h e  f i r s t  church w a s  used i n  the  
b u i l d i n g  of  the  second church. This  new b u i l d i n g ,  which w a s  f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  T r i n i t y  Church i n  1833, was q u i t e  p l a i n ,  had a n  e i g h t y  f o o t  tower, and 
could  accommodate s i x  hundred and f i f t y  people. 

A f t e r  approximately twenty yea r s  of  u se ,  a t h i r d  church w a s  
pro?osed and i n  1855 t h e  main body of  the  t h i r d  and p r e s e n t  church was 
completed. It i s  commonly he ld  t h a t  the  same u n i d e n t i f i e d  English a r c h i -  
t e c t  who drew up the  p lans  f o r  the  Frances S c o t t  Key H a l l ,  then known a s  
Wilmer H a l l ,  a t  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Theological  Seminary i n  Alexandr ia ,  was a l s o  
t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  T r i n i t y  Church. This  t h i r d  church was cons t ruc tkd  
on the  s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  church and t h e  b r i c k s  from the  1763 bu i ld ing  were 
used i n  t h e  keystone of  t h e  p r e s e n t  bu i ld ing .  Rev. Thomas T. Castleman, 
t h e  r e c t o r  a t  t h e  time of  t h e  t h i r d  churcheb c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  he ld  t h a t  the  
tower of t h e  1855 church cove r s  p a r t  of the  foundat ion  of  t h e  f i r s t  church. 
He a l s o  contended t h a t  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  the  
l o c a t i o n  of the  south  w a l l  of t h e  f i r s t  church.  I n  1870 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  Edwin M. Taylor ,  wings were b u i l t  t o  e n l a r g e  the  'church 
body, and i n  1888 t h e  chancel  w a s  enlarged and t h e  two bays of a rches  were 
b u i l t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  a l t a r .  
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During t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Theological  

Scininary movcd from Union occupied Alexandria  and was re loca ted  i n  T r i n i t y  
Church. The Dean of t h e  Facul ty  and t h e  hand- fu l l  of s t u d e n t s  converted t h e  
Vestry and l e c t u r e  rooms, l oca ted  t o  the  e a s t  and west  of  t h e  a l t a r ,  i n t o  c l a s  
roonls. Redecorat ion o f  the  t h i r d  church was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1936 under t h e  
d i r c c t i o n  of M r .  Alexander Trowbridge of  Washington, D. C. ,  and aga in  i n  1957 
when the  c h o i r  l o f t  was r e b u i l t  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  M r .  Mil ton Grigg of  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  

The r e c t o r y  d a t e s  from 1872 and t h e  p a r i s h  house,  t h e  f i r s t  
i n  Vi rg in i a ,  was b u i l t  i n  1872-1873 and enlarged  i n  1924. 
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